A list of the Ebenaceae collected by the author (158 specimens) or reported from Equatorial Guinea is presented. There are 25 identified species, including 12 new records for the country. After considering their distribution area and habitat, two species previously reported from Equatorial Guinea are excluded, and the presence of seven further taxa is considered highly probable. Diospyros cinnabarina and D. simulans are considered independent species. Formal description of two new taxa is delayed until better material can be collected.
Introduction
Equatorial Guinea is located in West Africa between Cameroon to the North and Gabon to the South and to the East (Fig. 1) . The country includes a continental part called Río Muni (26 000 km²), and two main islands, Bioko (2017 km²) and Annobón (17 km²). Elobey Chico, Elobey Grande and Corisco are smaller islands near the Muni estuary.
The volcanic island of Bioko, 32 km SW off Cameroon coast, is quite different from the region of Río Muni. Its northern coast receives relatively little rainfall (1500 to 2000 mm/year), while the precipitation on the highest peak (Basilé, 3011 m) is over 4000 mm/year and exceedes 11000 mm in Ureca, in the southernmost part of the island around the volcanoes Caldera de Luba (2261 m) and Pico Biaó (2009 m) (Fa, 1991) . Lowland rain forests survive mainly in the south of Bioko, mostly in uncollected areas, while the north of the island is highly anthropized; this is why so few Ebenaceae have been collected so far in Bioko.
Río Muni, the continental part of the country, varies less in altitude and rainfall than Bioko, but it harbours more different types of rain forest, the main habitat of Ebenaceae in Central Africa. Annual rainfall ranges from 1500-2000 mm in the NE part to more than 3500 mm in the SW. The littoral (Fig. 1) is a plain about 30 km wide and 20 to 50 m high, very similar to the coast of northern Gabon and southern Cameroon. The forest is fairly homogeneous and is well characterised by Sacoglottis gabonensis (Baill.) Urb. and Calpocalyx heitzii Pellegr. The low hills 50-200 m high beyond the plain, which extend from Monte Bata to the south, are not typically littoral rain forests and show greater diversity. In the center of Río Muni, the northern end of the Cristal Mountains (Cadena de Niefang), that ranges from 300 to 1200 m and reaches Niefang to the north, shows a high degree of diversity and endemism. The Monte Alén National Park is covered by montane forest above 700 m in the western part and above 900 m in the eastern part. Further inland there are low hills 500-700 m high, with scattered inselbergs. This zone was studied by Senterre (2001) and its vegetation seems to be very homogeneous. The vegetation of the northeastern part of Río Muni is similar to that of northern Gabon, as that of the Minkébé region (Valkenburg & al., 1998) . Rain forest typology of Río Muni is described by Senterre & al. (2004) and Senterre & Lejoly (2001a) .
Previous studies on African Ebenaceae include Letouzey & White (1970a , 1970b , White (1956a White ( , 1956b White ( , 1957 White ( , 1962 White ( , 1963 White ( , 1978 White ( , 1980 White ( , 1987 White ( , 1988 and White & Caveney (1980) . Worldwide, this tropical family comprises some 450 species within the only 2 genera recognized. The family is present in a wide range of vegetation types, but Diospyros is the only genus occurring in our region. Central African Ebenaceae are trees and shrubs with heavy fruits, some of them edible, mainly from mature or riverine rain forest. An important study of this group was published by White (1962) in a phytogeographical survey of the Congolese region. Diospyros is represented by 36 species in Cameroon and 30 in Gabon, 28 of which are common to both countries. According to geographical distribution and habitat, 32 species are expected in Equatorial Guinea.
Literature records of Ebenaceae from Equatorial Guinea are mainly from the synthesis by Aedo & al. (1999 Aedo & al. ( , 2001 , Lejoly & Lisowski (1999a , 1999b , Parmentier (2002 Parmentier ( , 2003 , Parmentier & al. (2001) , Senterre (2001) , and Senterre & Lejoly (2001a , 2001b .
Material and methods
This checklist is based on the study of specimens kept in BR, BRLU, HNGE (Herbario Nacional de Guinea Ecuatorial), MA, and WAG, including the types of every potentially present species.
Few people have collected plants in Equatorial Guinea. Carvalho, Mildbraed and Vogel collected Ebenaceae in Bioko, whereas the main Río Muni collections were made by Carvalho and Senterre. The better collected province is Litoral, followed by Centro-Sur, mainly in the Monte Alén National Park. Kié-Ntem province and Bioko island are both poorly collected areas (cf. Specimens were identified using Letouzey & White (1970a, b) and White (1987) , while the study of some groups was completed following White (1956 White ( , 1963 White ( , 1980 , White & Caveney (1980) and Breteler (1994) . Because these authors include many vegetative characters, sterile specimens of this family can often be named with confidence. Some species identified only from sterile material were latter confirmed with fertile specimens collected nearby in Gabon or Cameroon (mainly in BR and WAG). To decide about the taxonomic position of Diospyros cinnabarina and D. simulans we studied all the specimens of these taxa kept in BR, BRLU, HNGE, MA, and WAG, disregardful of their geographic procedence.
Species are listed alphabetically by the currently accepted name (Lebrun & Stork, 1991 , 1995 , 1997 Breteler, 1994) , and include synonymy used in the literature of Equatorial Guinea. New records for the country are indicated with an asterisk (*). Locality names have been standardized (Table 2) and mapped (Fig. 1) . The abbreviation "N.P." is used for "National Park".
Checklist

Diospyros barteri Hiern
Diospyros rubicunda Gürke
Recorded from Río Muni (Wele-Nzas: Bimvile river region, from Mikomeseng to río Uolo coming back to Ebebiyín-Mikomeseng road on km 170, cf. Guinea, 1946: 146, sub D. rubicunda) . We found no herbarium material of Diospyros barteri from Equatorial Guinea. However, it is known from SW-Cameroon (Letouzey & White, 1970) , and NW-Gabon (Breteler 5777, BR; McPherson 15457, WAG 155070) , and its likely to be found in the littoral Río Muni and the wettest areas of eastern Wele-Nzas. Table 2 for locality details). The D. cinnabarina group was studied by White (1963) . In Equatorial Guinea there are two species closely related to D. cinnabarina: D. simulans and D. soyauxii. Letouzey & White (1970) Already recorded from Río Muni (Hutchinson & Dalziel, 1963: 11; White, 1978: 298; Lejoly & Lisowski, 1999b: 120) (Senterre, 1999) , at the beginning, Senterre & al. 0.135 (BRLU) .
Diospyros bipindensis Gürke
Already recorded from Equatorial Guinea (Guinea, 1946: 343; White, 1978: 309) . Already recorded from Equatorial Guinea (White, 1978: 318) . Table 3 . Habitat for Equatorial Guinea Ebenaceae. Column numbers refer to species number in the checklist. Habitat denomination has been standardized.
Diospyros gabunensis Gürke
